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Why guidance on economic 
assessment of walking and cycling?
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Why guidance on economic 
assessment of walking and cycling?
• Economic valuation standard tool of 

transport planners 
-> helps health sector to speak “their”
language 

• Public health benefits are likely to be 
great, esp. if  inactive persons can be 
reached

• Increasingly applied to cycling and 
walking but not always in transparent 
way



Why guidance on economic 
assessment of walking and cycling? (2)

• Scientific consensus needed on: 
– Health endpoints
– Risk estimates
– Basic assumptions

• Convergence of methods and values 
used by different sectors needed

• User-friendly step-by-step model needed



WHO/UNECE project 
ECONOMIC ASSESSMENT OF 

TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE AND 
POLICIES

Methodological guidance on 
the economic appraisal of 
health effects related to 

walking and cycling



Project aimed at:
• Critically reviewing published economic 

valuations of transport projects including a 
physical activity element

• proposing options and guidance towards a 
more harmonized methodology

• fostering international consensus of experts 
from public health, environment, transport and 
economics, science and practice

• Developing guidance and an illustrative tool
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The products: launched today!



Do you want to know more? 

Please come to 
Room 1 - Session 5 

Cost Benefit Analysis of Cycling
Nick Cavill and Dr Harry Rutter



WHO guidance and tool for economic 
assessment of cycling and walking

Download the guidance document, 
HEAT for cycling and user guide from 

www.euro.who.int/transport/policy/20070503_1


